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PHOTOS COURTESY SUMMIT FURNITURE
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\s the warm weather beckons us out-of-doors, families
across the Central Coast pu” out their patio furniture
and get cozy in their outdoor kitchens and living rooms.,
In the frast, this would mean fulnl;.{i.rl,'.: and rﬁuiu,u Hpren
pieces built purely for function and made from hard. cold,
somewhat inhospitable materials like glass, wrought iron,
and plastic—materials up to the task of weathering the
harsh outdoor conditions. But, the age of unsightly and
uncomfortable nomadic (or portable ) furnitire is no more.
Inoits .,'r.l'nr!", H'l‘.,fl.ﬂ'h* ."rl.\i'.!'.ng qmn'l'r.\-_ luxurious l'lJMi_,'-HI"L an
timeless _\'.'_1'!'!'- ~the I!n'l‘_\' puhli‘x f!,"llfu' fr_f'ﬂu' world’s ﬁ'”lﬁlf;..'
teak patio furniture manufacturers: Summit, in Carmel,
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the pinnacle of the
market, Summit's
ecies are o just
practical for the
vard—itheir clean,
understated elegance elevates them to foldable.

stackable, functional art

Begun by Willlam Sieberts in the Bay Area in
1979, and soon alter moved 1o headguarters
in Carmel, the local company has set the
stamdarcd for chic outdoor teak furniture for
nearly 30 years, Sieberts founded the company
with friend and architect Kip Stewart, the
launded mastermind behind Big Sur’s Ventana
Inn and now & key contributor (o the Summit
collection. Together, Sicberts, the visionary
and Stewart. the artist, put benches. chairs
anil tables in the citegory of luxury and
art—well before the market was asking for

. Steberts” wife and the current president of
Summit, Jane Sleberts, sayvs that her husband
Is unquestionably a “ploneer in the industry”™
and adds that Stewart's designs are the ones
people hiave been trying to knock ofl for vears
“We are the standard by which other teak
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Marketing Director Gay Reimann explains
that when Summit began, yvards were smaller
wnd plush patios were not all the rage as they
are now, But that did not stop the forward
thinking team. “They were the trendsetters,”
Reimann says, allowing that they contributed
to jumpstarting the open-air-living revolution
Sieberts also foresow an opportunity in the
vachting culture then booming in Europe and
mow growing in the 1S, and he set out 1o
credte Umeless, guality, nomadic lurniture thot

could kst through ocean breezes. rains. and

PN e damage, while conveying the level of

classic style worthy of discerning consumers

Fhe result: striking, sculptural chaise lounges
seclional ouldoor solas, loaotstools, and rockers
thast are ot once simple and sophisticated., “It's

oo Just vour average woodden foradtore,” Jane

Sleberts savs, explaining that they use the
highest-grade teak wood and that the clean
linves anid curves of each piece are hand

linished with care. The smooth, organic teak
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welcomes the human touch, and the warm

honey-hued wood, i left 1o the elements,
gradually turms a soft ashen gray that she says
gets more and more beaotiful as it thrives in
s wed. ouldoor environment, With naturally
long-lasting material and style and o lfetime

guarantee. owning this lurniture s a "green

Imvestment in and of itself; bui the eing on

the cake is thot the teak ks also an ecologically

sensitive

¢ material. grown sustainably in

Indonesinn plantations

SUTT s s -_->:||.|r|t'. Conutnues 1o grow in
bosth i workd wnd Bocal market, and now
Includes several other designers: among them
s England’s John Munford who spectilizes in
clissy, yet practical, furniture for super vacht

societies and who designed Summit’s populir

sundeck Collection. They have showrooms in
LA San Francisco, and London, and have
done upscale installations for such resorts as
he Lo at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach and
Casa Flar al The Ofal Valley Inn & Spa. And
while they plan Lo continue adding new pleces
muaterials, and technology. June Sieberts says
summit will not be swaved by fickle irends or
opportunities for short-term sucoess, "We'ro

a leader; we're not a follower,” she says
maintaining that Summit s n “solid Company
Like the teak itsell, it seems the company was
destined 1o weather storms of changing lads
and economies, o stand steadfust amnd grow
inereasingly beautifol with time
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chaise lounges, sectional outdoor sofas.

Jootstools, and rockers that are at once
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